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W‘:’g‘{dunng the Malla dynasty (14 18 century) .

" just the remains of a bygone civilization.
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Kathmandu, Ljhi kmgdom o Nepal is

They are still a part of the living culture not- -

Early settlement in Kathmandu has
never taken place along the two holy rivers.
Riverfront has been the ideal location for
significant temple complexes needed for
various cultural and religious works.

The periphery street in which chariot
procession takes place, used to be the
boundary between the inner part and outer
part of the city. Based on societal hierarchy,
houses with common walls are clustered
around a courtyard which is again linked to
another public space or to a street..Building
blocks of three or four houses are oriented
with slightly forward or backward to create
an interesting space of varying shape and
size inside the courtyard as well as along the
street. Public spaces linked by non axial
streets are organized in a sequential order
(Fig. 1). They are used for multi purposes
besides for social gathering and information
exchange and thus like community rooms.

The singular composition of building
enclosing them with minimum number of
elements and consistence in building
materials, architectural detailings and slight
variation in building height give the feeling of
enclosure with the sky like a roof. Streets and
open spaces act as a figure with building

blocks on the back as ground.

Fig. 1. Senal vision and courtyard planning -
Durbar Square, Kathmandu

Religious buildings ranging from a

small temple located at the corner of a square
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to a huge temple complex are scattered
throughout the city. Compare to Stupa and
Shikhara style, Pagoda style temples are
quite common (Fig. 2). Brick facade, wooden
beams and posts and tiled roofs are widely

used in residential architecture.

[ A Ay
PRSI {5@:_&
Fig. 2. Coexistence of all three types of
religious architecture in the same complex of
Swayambhu, Kathmandu

Various socio-cultural activities as
well as conservation of building structures are
managed through an institutional called
guthi (trust) - either public or private.

After the great earthquake of 1833
(1890 B.S.), axial roads focusing at Rana
Priminister's palaces (European style) were
introduced at various part of the town.

Besides cultural, commercial and
political center, many push and pull factors
have caused the migration of people to
Kathmandu from all over the country.
Peripheral agricultural lands have been
converted into sites for new construction.
Destruction of individual building has
accelerated in the historic area. Lack of any
planning standard the works carried out by
local real estate company in parceling of
lands and layout of street network are
unscientific and below minimum standard.
The government's study on Physical
development plan of Kathmandu Valley
carried out in 1969, 1976 and 1984 has never
been realized. Recently Guided Iline
development and Land pooling have been
implemented in urban area with minimum
degree of success.

Land and buildings are hereditary
property and posses a high sentimental value

in the society. Partition of a single traditional
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multi-purpose functions in Patan

Public square is used for multi-purposes in Bhaktapur

Street aligned with temple architecture is used for
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house into two or three is not uncommon
when it is transferred from parents to their
childrens. As land value is very high, the only
practical way to fulfill the demand of more
spaces is to develop vertically either by
reconstructing the traditional (partly) building
or by adding new floors on the existing one

with different design, style and material. All

above mentioned activities have an adverse
effect not only on physical fabric but also on
socio-cultural activities thus threatening the
status of the city under the World Heritage
List.

Urban development problems of
Kathmandu City are not only of physical
nature but also of socio-cultural character.
Traditional values and management system
need to be revitalized. Equally important is
to educate the Jocal community and to involve

them in city development process.

Bijaya K. Shrestha

Goods displayed outside the street in main urban area of Kathmandu
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Buildings with varying tops sometimes constitute an interesting skyline
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Hong Kong has a high-rise high-density
urban structure which possesses problems for
designers but opportunities for developers. To
deal with the huge influx of population in the
territory, the government has been reclaiming
the land from the sea since 1840. The 1903
Town Planning and Public Health Ordinance
was amended in 1935 and in 1939.

Planning study of Patrick Abercrombie
in 1947, establishment of Hong Kong Housing
Authority in 1954 and radical change in Town
Planning Ordinance in 1955 (Building volume
relaxation) were concrete measures taken in
post war ear to address urgent socio-economic
needs of the society. Furthermore the
government in 1972 launched Ten Years
Housing Program and New Town Development.

The Territory Development Strategy of
1984, the Port and Airport Development
Strategy Study (PADS) of 1989, Metroplan of
mid 1990's and amendment of Town Planning
Ordinance in 1991 all reflect the government's
intention for the long term urban development
management in Hong Kong. Economic
restructuring in the 80's and early 90's has
resulted massive physical transformation in
Hong Kong.

Urban policy formation, direction of
growth and implementation of various
development projects are jointly performed by
the government and the private sectors. The
government intervenes on the market by
supplying housing (50% of total population live
in public housing), regulating public transport
and providing social services particularly in
education and health. On the other hand
private sectors supply goods and other services
for the market.

Hong Kong offers many advantages for
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Urban street in Hong Kong- War of signage and advertisement
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The government's development policies
are quite successful for dramatic economic
growth in Hong Kong. However they are biased
towards the social and environmental
objectives and also lack wider public
involvement. As a result the built form has a

mix morphology (Fig. 1) which is in a state of

PFig. 1 Distinct urban fabric reflecting different
time of land reclamation from the sea in Central
Wan Chai

Ht PEBEBFICBETS, BEILOLIHERE
ORILDBMERR Lz, BELHTESE

constant change. Huge land reclamation
throughout the territory, lack of meaningful
public spaces within the city, buildings
blocking the harbor and mountain views,
destruction of natural and historical precincts,
vehicular traffic domination at grade level etc.
are the outcome of government's demand led
planning approack with minimum

environmental regulations.
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Fig. 2 Recent Harbor Protection Ordinance may
delay or change the remaining two phases of
developments in Central Wan Chai Reclamation
Project

Nevertheless government's recent
introduction of Town Planning White Bill
(1996), Harbor Protection Ordinance (1997)
(Fig. 2) coupled with public interest on
democratic value and participation in city
development task indicate a new phase in
urban planning in Hong Kong.

Land use planning and development
strategy of Hong Kong Special Administrative
Regions under one country two systems in post
1997 period is no longer independent but a part
of large urban system. Hong Kong needs a
balance approach in urban development
strategy taking public confidence and capturing
huge Chinese market. Urban design criteria
should be incorporated in development process
at various levels to integrate its vibrant city life
and natural setting with built environment.
Economic success coupled with environmental
aesthetic improvement can make Hong Kong

Gateway to China in the 21st. century.

Hanoi - the administrative capital city of
Vietnam, was built along the Red river, within a
network of lakes, canals and dykes. The economy
of the city is now rising up so brightly that it is
longing to become one of great Asian metropolis
and a center for international trade. Therefore,
urban modernization is being formed and calls for
new Irials, new orientation to develop the city,
at the same time preserve its historical heritage
and cultural identity.

Urban structure of Hanoi city

Hanoi has very long history date back from nearly
1000 years ago. In the city located areas with their
owned socio-economic and physical characters tlzat
make the city structure very legible: The Ancient

Citadel, the 36 streets-quarter, the French quarter,
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The Hoan Kiem lake center situated between
the 36street-quarter and the French quarter, with the
nice space surrounding a lovely small lake, it is the
heart of the city, a gathering place of people and
activities from long time ago.

Beside the above mention, the structure of Hanoi is
also contributed by other special areas and
residential districts. Among that, modern area has
been constituted as a ring belt made by blocks of
flats and industrial buildings which strongly
assumed the character of Soviet Union and Eastern
European architecture imported into Vietnam during
70,80 decades.

Urban characteristic of the city

Hanoi is a crowded city with high density and

mixed use land. Private transportation such as

bicycle, motorbike are prevail. From the view point
of foreigners, Hanoi is a vivid city where variety
commercial and services activities happen along
streets. It is the city of water surface, of lakes and
canals, of greenery and low-rise architecture
existing in harmony with surrounding nature and
relevant to human stature as well as local tropical
climate.

However, since 1986 when "Doi moi" policy was
born along with the shift from centralized economy
into marketing one, changes in city structure and
architectural appearance have been taking place.
With high urbanization speed and constructing flux,

large parts of agricultural land has gradually

transformed into residential district by residents

nNTRY, BEIrREROEORIZZT
ATNT, FLTRERRART - AR
DFEXEHFL TS,

IR7y - FT U2~ 1, 360
BiEHE 7SV ABRORIMELTEY,
FELTPEARBIIERYBERZFEED
EEEFE LTS, £EEHOPIRT
HY, ANxDESBHTHY, LTk
DEVWENBETOETH T,

FOHIZEIREILEATIMES L,
N A OBBITE R, oKL BE
B LR I Lo TEREZIT TV A,
Z 5 LRI s, ERia g T s
BTy Lo TELNBRE L L
THREINTWS, LT, TEAESY
X, 19704{X & 1980FEX D20EM Iz~ -
ACHIASNI Y P MERR (B my
T) REROBREHOBHEEBIRBLT
WA,

2. N/ A OEFHREH

N/ ATEEETHERE LERTTHY,
THIEHEZICHBALTVS, BEEED LS
2B ABYRISBRE THB/NEN L 7 AR
TLTCWS, SSEACEENDEE, ~/ A1
Jitf e REENAE LT RAIEENE Y
BWEE L TWARBINSBTTH 5,
NIAE, KEOBHTHY, WEEND
HHThy, BELELT, BREMYVEA
FRTHENENTNT, ZOHEFHED
HREL RS ABSRBEOR S EE
L7, ZHOWVHEEICEE 1~2 BaET
DEVESE L L RoTBTR2OTHS,

LaLeit, [FA -EA) BEENRS
REERENOTERERF~OLEL—

Ba Dinh
Centre

—
AN

Legend
EEEE  vioen Kiem Lake ares

iy

2R Hoan kiem District

G Other centre

Cah?

£ %
s } Proposed New Centre
o

Hoan Kiem Lake and surrounding area in relation with other main areas of Hanoi
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without any controls. The liberalization of private
property and the right to build have also set
favorable condition for people to improve their
accommodation and support themselves with their
owned houses. Beside the good side of that, private
houses and 5-8 story.mini hotel with narrow facade
mushroomed everywhere. Since they have diversity
of styles, scales and decoration details copied from
East to West, mixed of tradition and modern, they
have put bad influence in city's panorama whereas
no proper attention was paid to infrastructure

improvement and enhancing public spaces.

the Badinh political center, Hoan Kiem lake center,
West lake area and others residential districts.

The ancient Citadel was built on a square plan
(set back from the river) in 1010 (former time of the
city) by King Ly Thai To. Up to now, just a few
remains of surrounding wall and the layout inside
forbidden city can be seen.

The Badinh political center located inside the
original boundary of the Citadel area, where
President Ho Chi Minh's Museum and Tomb,
Political conference Hall, National Hero monument
and other governments agencies locates. It also
encompasses a vast plaza for solemn activities of
the city and the whole nation.

36 streets-quarter is a distinct place of
merchants which was formed from the 15 century.
Each street gathers various activities of particular
craft and commerce. The parcel network was made
of long and narrow strips of land perpendicular to
street. On each land plot located an one or two-story
house which occupy all most the whole surface of
the plot. The facade of houses are so narrow that
they have been called with a typical name "tube
house". The quarter is renown not because of
individual architecture but the maintenance of the
historical urban structure and lifestyle.

The French quarter is a beautiful area
constructed by French people during the colonial
time. There are straight avenues lined with large
planted pavements. The colonial villas are covered
with yellow coating, laying in the shadow of green
garden and possess typical Renaissance

architectural style.

Hanoi- the Master plan to 2010- new
opportunities and challenges in Urban
development and urban design.

Nowaday, Vietnamese urban specialists and experts

have come up with the concept of Urban design in
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the urbanization process. Hanoi now understand
that it has to achieve 2 objectives : civilization,
modernization and at the same time preservation it
owned historical and cultural heritage.

Since the economic situation became brighter, with
favorable geographic location, with the role as a
political and economic core, with political stability
and open economic policy, Hanoi has attracted
hundreds foreign investment projects especially in
industrial sector. GDP growth rate reached 12% in
1995 and to be forecasted 15% in 2010 that lead to
opportunities for development, expansion and city
design. An announcement regarding city
prospect:

"Hanoi- respect our history, construct our future
... lo become a lively city beside the Red river
and create better life for all citizens"”

has been popularized. Government, city municipal
and specialists are promptly completing the city
Master plan to 2010. A comprehensive analysis and
assessment on current situation has been done to
define difficulties and potentials for future
development. The Master plan designates individual
areas in which new development should be located
or should be constrained. The areas representing the
image of the city, including the Citadel, the 36 street
quarter, Hoankiem center, French quarter, Hai Ba
Trung district, Badinh political center and certain

parts of West lake are decided to be preserved.
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Their crucial role in cultural continuity and
Vietnamese identity is not exaggerated. If we ruin
such areas during our development process, parts
of our history would lost forever. In global
tendency that economic activities centralized in
urban cores, cities all over the world compete each

other to consolidate their own image in order to

induce investment, jobs and economic growth, the
exist of these areas is virtually necessary.

Take the 36streets quarter as an example, several

objectives are set up:

- Decrease the area population density

- Improve people living condition

- Take out motor transportation out of the area to

establish pedestrian and retail area

- Private house is not allowed to build over 3story

high...

For the French quarter, some high-rise building are
permitted in definite sites but careful study has been
made in height, scale and architectural style to

climinate bad aesthetic effect to the whole area. We
can see several success examples such as : Hanoi

tower, Industrial and Commercial bank, Sofitel

hotel... in the city.

The Master plan also proposes the formation of a
new center for Hanoi. It is designated to be a

financial, commercial and international exchange'
center, integrated with the existing center system of
the whole city. The selected site for new centerisa
square area of 800ha located between Thang long
east highway and the huge West lake. New

development will be thoroughly encouraged to meet
future demand of the economy. New center is
considered a big challenge of the city development
and design, calls for a new image of Hanoi but still
ensure urban continuity and cultural distinction.

T.V. tower, embassies, high-rise building are
intended to put over here. A skyline for the city is
also studied cautiously to reach beautiful view from
far distance.

Apart from huge project as mentioned above,
scveral experiences in urban design such as new
road design, public flower garden, park and public
space around lakes have put into practice and

harvested promising result.

Even not many successful example can be listed
here, it is just an initial stage of development
process, the path to future is very long and hard,
but hopefully Hanoi city can achieve it own

character and success.
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